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March 2012.  I’m in Detroit to film expo footage 
for Don “The Dragon” Wilson and Cynthia Rothrock.  
It’s good to have this bonding time with them.  Met 
martial artist & actor TJ Storm while on this trip.  
TJ is a great guy and I think. “It would be great 
to work with him on a movie.” 
April 2012.  Don “The Dragon” Wilson and his 
brother - James Wilson - attend the LA Premiere of 
the family film - “Smitty” - in Thousands Oaks, 
California.  It’s a movie that I wrote and 
produced.  The response from the audience is 
positive and it gets steady laughs. 
June 2012.  While I was busy Line Producing a 
family film for another filmmaker, James Wilson 
stops by our set and sees what can be accomplished 
on a modest, indie budget.  
September 2012.  James Wilson says he wants me to 
do a treatment (aka outline) for a martial arts 
movie with a family film theme.  And he wants to 
film it in his (and Don’s) hometown of Cocoa Beach, 
Florida.  So I create a detailed 10-page treatment 
about a teen nephew in crisis, needing a second 
chance, and having martial arts be the catalyst for 
a better life.  I name the lead teen character 
Robbie Oakes, in honor of the late Rob Kurrus, the 
co-owner of the Premiere Oaks Theatre in Melbourne, 
Florida.  Rob’s multiplex theater has hosted the 
Melbourne Independent Filmmakers Festival and I 
have had the pleasure of screening several of my 
previous movies there over the years.  Rob was 
always a wonderful host and very kind so the 
character of “Robbie” is dedicated to his memory.  
October 8, 2013.  I’m busy line producing the 
documentary film “Finding Noah” so writing time is 
hard to come by.  I enlist writer Adam W. Marsh to 
pitch in on the first draft.  I lay out the 
characters, the structure, and the scenes by order 
and then we each take sections.  He and I were 



members of a Burbank screenwriting group and I’ve 
worked with him on several screenplays in the past. 
October 23, 2013.  In Cocoa Beach doing location 
scouting alone.  Getting contact info for locations 
I like such as the Cocoa Beach Pier and the Brevard 
Zoo.  It’s all going well. 
December 8, 2013.  Big promo party for The Martial 
Arts Kid at a downtown law firm; Manning & Kass, 
Ellrod, Ramirez, Trester LLP.  The place is packed!  
Red carpet, great food, and we have live music from 
Lady Zep and Kayley Stallings!  The buzz for the 
movie begins to build… 
April 9 and 10, 2014.  Back in Cocoa Beach doing 
casting sessions and location scouting.  It’s just 
me and my nephew (Cory) in town.  He is running the 
camera during auditions.  We’re getting great local 
support from the Cocoa Beach Hilton, Florida Today, 
film rep Bonnie King, Kelli Turner, Bea, Robin 
Krasny, Donnie Hair, and Mike Graham. The turn-out 
has been amazing!  Also lined up Scooters N Spokes 
to be the bike shop location.  This scouting trip 
was very helpful. 
April 21, 2014.  Yay!  Our Kickstarter campaign has 
finally started!  Forty-five days to go. 
May 1, 2014.  Sad news out of Cocoa Beach.  Donnie 
Hair passed away this evening.  He was a very tough 
martial artist and friend who we knew for decades.  
Donnie was a big help with getting the movie’s word 
out on Facebook and with the Florida casting 
sessions 3 weeks earlier.  RIP, Donnie. 
May 2, 2014.  We add Donnie Hair to the script.  In 
the movie, we will feature a photo of Donnie on a 
dojo wall. 
May 5, 2014.  Thanks to me working on “Finding 
Noah,” director/producer Brent Baum has allowed us 
to use a few of the Hollywood production offices.  
Casting sessions have officially kicked off!  
Casting directors Gerald Wolff and Kristine Nite 
had some really good actors come in. 
May 6, 2014.  We saw more good actors today.  But 



we’re still looking… 
May 9, 2014.  Great news!  Met with actor Jansen 
Panettiere and he had a different look and vibe 
than everyone else we saw.  He’s more the character 
and really wanted to play the part.  Jansen will 
now be cast as “Robbie” – The Martial Arts Kid! 
May 12, 2014. The casting continues.  Working hard 
to find a “Rina” – Robbie’s love interest.  
May 15, 2014.  Yikes!  Just got bad news that the 
Line Producer I was expecting to start next week 
had his other project drag on longer than expected 
and won’t be available.  So on to Plan B.  I will 
first hire an experienced production coordinator to 
provide some production office help.  Laura 
Willoughby becomes our production coordinator. 
May 19, 2014.  Still no actress yet for for “Rina” 
and the pressure is starting to set in.  Lots of 
good actresses coming in but need somebody with the 
right chemistry to pair up with Jansen.  Hope this 
week is the week! 
May 20, 2014.  It’s two weeks before I fly to 
Florida.  Time to put away the producing hat for 
now and bring in somebody to handle the UPM/line 
producer duties so I can focus on directing.  
Reached out to several folks including “Killer Joe” 
line producer Ryan Westheimer – it appears he may 
be available.  I have worked with Ryan before on a 
project in Florida and he still has resources there 
- so he’s a good fit for the project.   
May 21, 2014.  Ryan is on board and started today.  
With James Wilson’s okay, Ryan was upgraded to a 
co-producer as thanks for starting on short notice 
and for joining the team despite our indie budget 
constraints. 
May 23, 2014.  Made an offer out to actress Kathryn 
Newton to play “Rina” – Robbie’s love interest.  
But it’s now the start of Memorial Day Weekend so 
we likely have to wait until next week for an 
answer.  In the meantime, the prep work continues. 
May 27, 2014.  The Memorial Day Weekend is over.  



Kathryn Newton will be playing “Rina” and she is 
wonderful!  Also, Ryan has done a nice job with 
taking the production duties off my plate. 
June 2, 2014.  Ryan flew to Florida over the 
weekend to start prepping the Florida shoot so I’m 
now wearing a producer hat again back here in LA. 
June 3, 2014.  Cinematographer Bob Hayes is here at 
the Hollywood production office prepping camera 
gear for the Florida unit.  Now catching a redeye 
flight to Orlando via Detroit. 
June 4, 2014.  Landed in Detroit early… watching 
the sunrise over the tarmac between flights.  Then 
I have to fly to Orlando where Ryan is waiting to 
pick me up.  Ryan drives me an hour to the coast 
and have meetings with the Melbourne Airport rep 
and to confirm Cocoa Beach locations.  No spare 
time to relax because it’s so go, go, go!   
June 5, 2014.  Happy to wake up in Cocoa Beach at 
the International Palms Resort.  The resort 
connects to the beach.  The hotel staff here has 
been very accommodating and even allowed us to have 
a conference room to use as a temporary production 
office.  The Kickstarter campaign is now closed and 
it has raised over $170,000!  Big day today.  Kelli 
Turner is organizing the extras and Robin Krasny is 
now on board as production coordinator of the 
Florida unit.  Ryan and I have to do more location 
scouting and waiting for the LA cast and crew to 
arrive.  The LA cast and crew arrive in the evening 
and everybody is in good spirits.   
June 6.  It’s a scheduled day off but there are no 
days off for me.  I’m prepping for tomorrow and 
bonding with the cast and crew.   
June 7.  After a 2-year journey, the first day of 
filming The Martial Arts Kid is finally here!  I go 
to a church’s school that will serve as the high 
school in the story and it looks great.  Lots of 
local teens are there to be extras so we’re very 
blessed.  Jansen, Kathryn, Victoria Vodar (Ms 
Criss), and Matthew Ziff (Bo Whitlaw), and Stanny 



Park (Vice Principal) are all there.  Larry Ziff 
arrived with a sweet looking Viper to use in 
scenes.  My friend Terry Cronin (from the Melbourne 
Independent Filmmakers Festival) shows up to say 
hello.  Danny Zaino and his family stop by, too.  
Even martial artist Brooke Culbreth and her mom 
have driven in from Alabama to support us.  The day 
goes quite well!  J 
June 8.  It’s Sunday.  I can finally sleep in a bit 
and catch up on script revisions, emails, and doing 
more prep for the week. 
June 9.  Our first day at Scooters N Spokes.  It’s 
a great location and we’re breezing through our 
day.  Fun working with R. Marcus Taylor and Robert 
Peters. 
June 10.  Our second day at Scooters N Spokes.  The  
access door isn’t opened on time so we make 
lemonade out of lemons by doing a quick montage 
scene a mile away at Ron Jon’s Surf Shop.  Filming 
on the fly is possible here thanks to Brevard 
County film rep Bonnie King doing her magic.   
June 11.  One of my favorite locations on the 
schedule - The Cocoa Beach Pier!  We film a Cynthia 
Rothrock fight scene featuring Eric Kovaleski, then 
a restaurant interior with ‘Queen of Versailles’ 
star Jackie Siegel - but later a pesky late 
afternoon storm hinders the filming of a family BBQ 
scene.  Now the BBQ scene has to be pushed to the 
next morning because Kayley Stallings (playing 
Katie) is traveling back to LA and she’s in the 
scene.  And to keep dry, we moved the Masters 
Spring Workout scene indoors for tomorrow instead 
of risking having it rained out.  Once again, 
Bonnie King comes through for us. 
June 12.  Busy day today.  First thing up is 
starting with the family BBQ scene.  Instead of it 
being near the pier, we will film it behind the 
hotel on the beach to save a company move.  Then I 
drive 25 minutes to the airport in Melbourne with a 
splinter unit while the rest of the crew sets up to 



film the Summer Spring Workout at a country club.  
I arrive and am stunned by the community support of 
several hundred people there to be in the scene.  
This is truly amazing!  After filming at the 
country club, we then move on to the 4th and 5th 
location of the day: a convenience store and a pool 
hall.  Luckily, I had found these two locations on 
the same block and now choosing them is paying off.  
Lots to get done but we did it! 
June 13.  I exit my hotel room and suddenly start 
seeing people dressed as Pirates.  They’re 
everywhere.  It’s not a mirage.  I wonder for a 
moment if a new Pirates of the Caribbean movie is 
filming nearby.  Turns out, it’s actually the Cocoa 
Beach Pirate Fest and it looks like fun.  
Meanwhile, it’s another big day.  We start at the 
Brevard Zoo and a Zip Line course.  However, the 
Zip Line operators note a distant thunder and our 
filming will need to be rescheduled.  But across 
the parking lot, the zoo allowed us to film as 
scheduled.  On the way to the next location, I stop 
by the Indian River Queen with Jansen and Kathryn 
to film montage footage.  We later wrap the day 
(and the Florida shoot) by filming several exterior 
scenes in front of the family house of the movie.  
The families on Jack Drive are amazing and helpful.  
Later that night, we host a Cocoa Beach wrap party 
and folks enjoy themselves.   
June 14.  Pack up and travel day with late 
afternoon flights back to LA.  The hotel is so 
booked with Pirates (and more on the way) that our 
humble request for a late check-out doesn’t go our 
way.  Oh well, less sleep means more work, right?  
So I’m out of my room in an hour and help wrap and 
pack our Florida production office (ie, hotel 
conference room) before driving to the Orlando 
airport.  It’s a rainy drive there.  James Wilson 
and I have about a dozen pieces of luggage and 
equipment with us.  We land in LA Saturday night. 
Laura has been kind enough to double as a shuttle 



driver and pick us up from the airport in a van.  
Back at the LA production office, James and I haul 
the equipment cases and luggage up two flights of 
stairs.  I’m missing Florida but certainly nice to 
be back in LA and back to my own bed. 
June 15.  It’s Sunday.  I’m now resting all day.  
Need to rest up for the busy week ahead.  
June 16.  Say hello to Monday and the start of a 
new week.  We’re ready to tackle the LA days of the 
shoot.  Lots to do to prep for it! 
June 17.  More prepping.  We’re ready for a big day 
tomorrow. 
June 18.  First day of the LA filming.  Now filming 
the backyard scenes and some of the interiors for 
the “Andrews” house.  We have DP Denis Maloney, ASC 
shooting for the LA unit and things are going well. 
June 19.  Another day of filming the interior 
scenes of the “Andrews” house.  Great to see Jansen 
Panettiere working with Don, Cynthia, and Kayley 
and there’s nobody getting beat up. 
June 20.  Dojo Extreme day number one. 
June 21.  Dojo Extreme day number two. 
June 22.  Spacecoast Dojo day. 
June 23.  Filming at Victorio’s Pizza in North 
Hollywood.  Big day here with a fight scene with 
meatballs and a night scene with a bunch of 
costumed party people.  Sadly, this location is the 
wrap for Cynthia Rothrock, Matthew Ziff, Kathryn 
Newton, and Brandon Tyler Russell.  We’re all sad 
to see them be finished with the movie but I’m 
truly blessed to have had the opportunity to work 
with each one of them. 
June 24.   
June 25. 
June 26.  Today is such a big fight day that we’ve 
scheduled the entire day for it.  It’s the 
climactic fight scene between Don ‘The Dragon’ 
Wilson and TJ Storm.  James Lew does an amazing job 
working with the location and building a fight 
scene within it.  It goes very well and we are all 



eager for audiences to see it.   
June 27. 
June 28. 
June 29.  The final day of the shoot followed by a 
wrap party after.  We’re cheating a Midwest 
neighborhood in a neighborhood in Pomona with 
classic craftsman homes.  Big day with a foot chase 
and emotional arrest scene.  Need to bring in 
reliable and talented actors from my past movies to 
appear in this sequence.  Danny Pardo, Chris Moss, 
Richie Chance, Kariem Marbury, and Lyn Mahler all 
show up and make me proud!  It’s now night… at the 
LA wrap party hosted by Dr. Bob Goldman and there 
are many more people than expected.  Ryan makes a 
speech and then pressures me to make a speech, too.  
I don’t recall exactly what I said, so hopefully it 
was okay. 
June 30.  One of the worst phases of filmmaking.  
Returning all the fun gear that helped create the 
magic and putting all the wardrobe and props in 
boxes.  Wrap out will take several days. 
July 1.  More wrap-out. 
July 2.  More wrap-out. 
July 3.  The basics of the wrap-out are done and 
now it’s the 4th of July weekend.  Ryan Westheimer 
and Laura Willoughby say “goodbye” as they move on 
to other adventures. 
	  


